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Urban revitalization is a long process, and social innovations can crucially contribute to its success.
Just as with technological developments, it is almost impossible to predict which social innovations
will be effective. Only in retrospect can we say, something special has happened here - and it’s been
going on for a long time. That is why local and civil society-based innovative initiatives should be

encouraged and supported.

The Challenge of Social Innovation in Urban Revitalization looks at bottom-up actions,
where residents and local organizations took charge, taking risks to improve their living conditions
and to build a new future, mobilizing a wide range of resources. After a theoretical introduction,
case studies are presented of a series of initiatives which have borne fruit over a long period of time:
the revitalized industrial areas of Montreal, those of Mondragon in the Basque country, the Eldonian
projects in Liverpool, the search for urban scenarios in Jerusalem, as well as cases in Nicaragua, Peru,

France, the Netherlands and EU-wide projects.

Contents includes: Introduction — Part I: Theory: Social Innovation at the Territorial Level:
from Path Dependency to Path Building — Social Innovation and Urban Regeneration from the
Perspective of an Innovative Milieu Analysis — Social Innovation: an Institutionalized Process — The
Agile State, an Organizational View on Spatial Development Policy in the Netherlands — Combating
Poverty in Europe and the Third World: Social Innovation in Motion Part ll: Cases |. Montreal, 2.
Liverpool, 3. Gouda, 4. Ledn, 5. Lima, 6. The Urban Initiative, EU, 7. The CDC programme, France,
8. Jerusalem, 9. Mondragén. Part Il Cross-Case Analysis.
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